
MADISON COUNTY NOISE ORDINANCE  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-___ 
 

 WHEREAS, excessive sound is a hazard to the health, welfare and safety of those who 
do not desire to hear it; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this Ordinance seeks to control excessive sound as defined herein in the 
manner herein set forth.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Madison County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts this 
Madison County Noise Ordinance as follows  
 

1. Definitions.  
 
A. Decibel (dB) means a unit for measuring the volume of a sound, equal to 20 times 

the logarithm to the base ten of the ratio of the pressure of the sound measured to 
the reference pressure, which is 20 micropascals (20 micronewtons per square 
meter).  
 

B. Emergency means any occurrence or set of circumstances involving actual or 
imminent physical trauma or property damage which demands immediate action.  

 

C. Emergency work means any work performed for the purpose of preventing or 
alleviating the physical trauma or property damage threatened or caused by an 
emergency.  

 

D. Noise means any sound which disturbs humans or which causes or tends to cause 
an adverse psychological or physiological effect on humans.  

 

E. Property boundary means an imaginary line along the ground surface, and its 
vertical extension, which separates the real property owned, leased or otherwise 
legally controlled by one person from that owned, leased or otherwise legally 
controlled by another person, including intrabuilding real property divisions.  

 

F. Residential land use area means any location or district used for residential 
purposes.  Under the Madison County Zoning Ordinance, the following zones 
may be used for residential purposes: Conservation, C-1; Agricultural, A-1; 
Residential, Limited, R-1; Residential, General, R-2; and Residential, Multiple 
Family, R-3.    

 

G. Sound means an oscillation in pressure, particle displacement, particle velocity or 
other physical parameter, in a medium with internal forces that causes 
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compression and rarefaction of that medium.  The description of sound may 
include any characteristic of such sound, including duration, intensity and 
frequency.  

 

H. Sound level means the weighted sound pressure level obtained by the use of a 
sound level meter and the A-frequency weighting network, as specified in 
American National Standards Institute specifications for sound level meters.  

 

2. Maximum sound levels in residential land use areas.  
 
A. Nighttime.  No person shall permit, operate or cause any source of sound to create 

a sound level in a residential area during the hours between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 
a.m. in excess of 65 dBA when measured at or outside the property boundary.  
 

B. Daytime.  No person shall permit, operate or cause any source of sound to create a 
sound level in a residential area or within any residential building during the 
hours between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. in excess of 75 dBA when measured at or 
outside the property boundary.  

 

3. Exemptions.  The following activities or sources of noise shall be exempt from the 
maximum sound levels set forth above in paragraph 2.  
 
A. Agricultural related activities including gardening, lawn care, tree maintenance or 

removal and other landscaping activities.  
 

B. Sounds created by the discharge of firearms: (1) in the course of recreational 
activities during the time of year and time of day prescribed by state law for such 
activity, and if no time period is prescribed by law for such activity, then the time 
of day shall begin at 6:00 a.m. and end at 10:00 p.m.; and (2) in the course of 
protecting life, limb or property; (3) in accordance with development standards 
for an outdoor public shooting range permitted under the Madison County Zoning 
Ordinance; (4) any other law enforcement related activity as deemed necessary by 
the Madison County Sheriff; provided, however, there shall be no exemption for 
any discharge of firearms that is in violation of any other provisions of law.   

 

C. Activities related to the construction, repair, maintenance, remodeling or 
demolition, grading or other improvement of real property.  

 
D. Public and private transportation, refuse collection and sanitation services.  

 

E. Athletic contests and other officially sanctioned activities in county parks.  
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F. Band performances or practices, athletic contests or practices and other school-
sponsored activities on the grounds of public or private schools.  

 

G. Religious or political gatherings and other activities protected by the First 
Amendment to the United States Constitution.  

 

H. Church bells or carillons.  
 

I. Emergency or emergency work, as defined in paragraph 1(B) and (C).  
 

J. Activities for which the regulation of noise has been preempted by federal law.   
 

4. Violation.  
 
A. Any person who violates any provision of this article shall be subject to a civil 

penalty of $250 for the first offense and $500 for each subsequent offense.    
 

B. Each day of violation of any provision of this article shall constitute a separate 
offense.  

 

C. The person operating or controlling a source of sound in violation of paragraph 2 
shall be guilty of any violation caused by that source.  If such person cannot be 
determined, any owner, tenant or resident physically present on the property 
where the violation is occurring is rebuttably presumed to operate or control the 
source of sound.    

 

This Ordinance shall be effective upon adoption.   
 
ADOPTED this _____ day of ___________________, 2014.  
 
 

Madison County Board of Supervisors 
 

 
      By:  _______________________________ 
                     Doris G. Lackey, Chair 
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    Aye  Nay  Abstain 
Robert W. Campbell  _____  ______ ______ 
R. Clay Jackson  _____  ______ ______ 
Doris G. Lackey  _____  ______ ______ 
Kevin McGhee   _____  ______ ______ 
Jonathan Weakley  _____  ______ ______ 
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